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What another year it has been and as we approach the final few 

weeks we would like to thank you for all your hard work and con-

tinued support of our Children in Care.  

Transition Designated Teachers have been working hard to support 

school moves, sometimes across county, organising tours, meeting 

key people and helping students feel welcome and included.  

Schools have been making transition videos for new year 7s, some 

trying to beat what they produced last year, to show new pupils 

what school will look like in September.  

Schools have been working creatively to ensure proper endings and 

acknowledgement of new beginnings for students starting junior or 

secondary school.  

Online video meetings for foster carers with Heads of Year and 

form tutors.  

All this work has not gone unnoticed and the pastoral care our  

Children in Care are receiving is definitely making their lives easier. 

We have all been forced into trying different ways of working, 

TEAMS meetings and distanced working which in some cases has 

enabled us to attend more meetings and be more available to 

schools which can only be a positive!  

 

 

 

 

Designated Teacher Network 

Meetings 

In the next academic year we will be holding Designated Teacher 

Network Meetings on a termly basis to share best practice, offer 

support on difficult cases and to listen to ideas. Sometimes being 

a Designated Teacher can be very lonely, the children that you 

are championing have suffered trauma and this can in turn im-

pact us. We are hoping that these meetings will allow you the 

space to share concerns, offer advice, and support each other in 

ensuring the best outcomes for our Children in Care.  

Don’t forget the virtual school are here to assist you should 

you require any support. You can email us at the following 

addresses and we promise we will respond within 24 hours. 

Sian Biddlecombe Head of Virtual School 
Sian.Biddlecombe@wokingham.gov.uk 
Jane Everton Interim Deputy Head of Virtual School 
Jane.Everton@wokingham.gov.uk 
Ruth Blyth PEP Officer 
Ruth.Blyth@wokingham.gov.uk 
Kat Johnston Post 16 PEP Officer 
Kat.Johnston@wokingham.gov.uk 
Cindy Fincham Early Years Officer 
Cindy.Fincham@wokingham.gov.uk 
Alix Williams Virtual School Support Officer 
Alix.Williams@wokingham.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Virtual School team has seen a lot of instability over the past 

few years and I am sure you will join us in congratulating Sian Bid-

dlecombe on her permanent appointment to Head of Virtual 

School.  

Sian’s commitment to the Children in Care in Wokingham in unwa-

vering.  

As we come to the end of another academic year you have hope-

fully seen a bigger Virtual School presence not only in PEPs but also 

through our communication via ePEP, Education News and collabo-

rative transition project. As always, we are keen to have feedback 

so please do get in touch through your VS worker. 

  The Virtual School Calendar 2021/22 has been published. 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Virtual School Conference on 

Thursday 1st July. It was so lovely to see so many of you albeit virtually. 

Special thanks to Luke Rodgers for giving a voice to lived 

experiences. SLIDES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST. 
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